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CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
(MANDATORY REPORTING) AMENDMENT BILL 2006 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 20 June. 
MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [4.02 pm]:  I am responding to the 
second reading debate of this bill, which was introduced into the Parliament by the Liberal Party.  It was debated 
extensively on Wednesday, 20 June 2007.  In responding to the debate, I refer to some comments made by 
members opposite and some members on this side.  The member for Yokine said in his speech - 

I do not argue with the view that the Leader of the Opposition is taking on this legislation.  However, 
we must take a very cautious approach. 

I agree with that.  With a serious matter such as child sexual abuse, we will take the matter seriously.  He went 
on to say - 

We should not charge into this area willy-nilly just because it may be, if we like, the public view that 
mandatory reporting is the only way to go. I have expressed some sympathy for mandatory reporting to 
members on my own side of the house.  Nonetheless, it is a populist stance, . . .  Unless all the support 
mechanisms are in place, mandatory reporting can become more of a problem than a weapon against the 
people we are seeking to prosecute.  

I am sure many members will agree.  He said further on - 
I found from my experience in the police service that mandatory reporting was in many ways very 
much a reaction from people who wanted offenders punished after the act.  Even within the health 
department we saw that it did not add a great deal to the numbers of people who were prosecuted.  

I argue that we must have a deterrent, which mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse will be.  The member for 
Yokine also said - 

There is always a view that one side perhaps has a better point of view than the other on a particular 
issue.  In this case I believe that in our heart of hearts we all have a similar view, which is to protect 
children.  

I agree.  What is the government doing about that?  The government has said consistently that it would introduce 
mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse legislation in the spring session.  I do not think the member for 
Yokine agrees with much that I say, but, strangely, on that occasion he said that he had some sympathy with 
what I had said and that he would support the government’s own legislation.  He said that he would push as 
strongly as the Leader of the Opposition was pushing to make sure that legislation came before this house.  He 
went on to say - 

I know that the Leader of the Opposition will support it.  
Comments were made throughout the debate about mandatory reporting systems in place in every other state and 
territory in Australia, every state of the United States, and Denmark, Sweden and Canada.  The opposition has 
asked via the member for Nedlands for the minister to join with the coalition opposition to provide bipartisan 
support for the introduction of mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse, which is nationally and internationally 
recognised as a crucially important tool for the protection of children.  In his response during the second reading 
debate, the Minister for the Environment - the minister in this house representing the Minister for Child 
Protection - indicated that the government’s bill was being drafted by parliamentary counsel.  That was back on 
20 June this year, and we still have not seen that bill in this Parliament.  There are places in which mandatory 
reporting of child sexual abuse has been in place for nearly 40 years.  Mandatory reporting has operated in both 
New South Wales and South Australia for a long time.  The minister said that in 2004 he moved a motion during 
private members’ business to establish a select committee to look into child protection.  We debated that three 
years ago on 20 June 2004.  A proposal for mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse has been around for a long 
time.  Before the 2005 election, the Liberal Party, as part of the coalition, had a policy to introduce mandatory 
reporting of child sexual abuse, which it costed at $65 million over four years.  
Members will recall that prior to the 2005 election, Hon Barbara Scott, a member for the South Metropolitan 
Region, also proposed a children’s commissioner.  It took until this year for the Labor Party to respond and 
establish the Commission for Children and Young People.  I must say that Hon Barbara Scott deserves great 
praise for her concern about this area of responsibility.  She actually drafted this legislation that we are 
discussing today and was instrumental in getting a children’s commissioner established in Western Australia.  
She has been a great champion for children, women and families in Western Australia.  
In response to my second reading speech, the Minister for the Environment said quite clearly -  
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I can assure the Leader of the Opposition that I wanted to be absolutely convinced about why we as a 
government over a period of time had not taken a broad-brush approach to mandatory reporting.  The 
Queensland report that came out in, I understand, 2005 highlighted . . . that up to a third of doctors who 
are mandated to report in Queensland had not reported.  They had basically broken the law. 

Therefore, the debate was fairly extensive.  Further on in that same debate, the minister said - 
I believe child abuse is everyone’s business.  The facts of the matter are that if we believe, under 
common law, that a child is being abused in our community, we have an obligation to make sure it is 
appropriately reported to the authorities.  That is our obligation.  During my year as minister, I met a 
range of experts and advocates from both sides.  I remember having a very good meeting with, for 
example, Michelle Stubbs, who is a very strong advocate for people who have been sexually abused.  
Michelle’s view is very strongly in support of mandatory reporting.  One of the things which she 
highlighted to me and which we agreed on very strongly was that any jurisdiction that introduces a 
mandated system must ensure it is strongly underpinned and supported by a proper and effective 
training regime. 

As a member of the community, Michelle Stubbs has been a great champion of people, particularly children, 
who have been sexually abused.  She has firsthand experience about the effect of sexual abuse on families and 
individuals.  Ms Stubbs has championed that cause over many, many years and she deserves great credit for 
doing so.   
During earlier second reading debate, the minister and the government half-agreed that there should be 
mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse, albeit in a different form.  Again, the minister said in his second 
reading contribution - 

We will introduce in the spring session a bill that will mandate reporting of child sexual abuse and will 
delineate those public officers who will be responsible for dealing with it. 

He stated again - 
The government will introduce legislation in the spring session that will result in a mandated process of 
reporting of child sexual abuse.  We will resource that with a very strong training approach - an 
approach that focuses on ensuring that those officers who are mandated to report abuse understand their 
obligations, are trained to report and understand the importance to them of that process.  This 
government has not and will not stand still in protecting the children of Western Australia. 

They are very commendable comments.  The minister finished his contribution by saying - 
I recognise that every person in this house understands the absolute importance of protecting children in 
Western Australia and making sure that we do everything we possibly can to ensure that our children 
and young people are protected, and that vulnerable families are given the assistance and support that 
they need.  By doing that, we can protect children better, support families better . . .  

Those are all very commendable comments, and it is rare that I rise in the house and praise a minister opposite.  I 
will give credit where credit is due.  However, I will criticise the government very strongly for the fact that, 
despite all the promises, we still have not seen that bill in Parliament.   
Ms S.E. Walker:  It’s being drafted. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I know that the bill is being drafted, but we have been on this case for a number of years.  
We have been talking about mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse since before the last election.  I notice 
that the minister is leaving the chamber; I am sure he has something really important to do.  However, my point 
is: we were promised that a bill would be introduced in the spring - “It’s going to be here; it’s around the corner; 
and it’s different from what the Liberal Party is proposing” - but it is now summer.  We have seen a litany of 
transgressions or events in Indigenous communities, the community of Perth and in suburbs and towns around 
Western Australia, yet we still have no legislation to make it mandatory for child sexual abuse to be reported in 
this state.  The government stands condemned.  In the meantime, the Attorney General has introduced all kinds 
of social legislation that is not as important as the mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse.  My criticism of the 
government is that its priorities are wrong.  Nothing is more important in this state than the protection of our 
children.  When children leave their homes to go to school, the swimming pool or the beach, there must be an 
expectation by their parents, guardians or carers that they will return home safely; that is, that they will not be 
picked up by some lunatic, paedophile or child sex abuser and have their lives and the lives of their families 
destroyed because of a lack of legislation in this state.  Therefore, it is vitally important that this legislation is 
passed.  It is an opportunity for the government to support this legislation and put in place a mechanism that 
would immediately begin the process of the mandatory reporting of child abuse in all forms in Western 
Australia, whether it is sexual abuse, physical abuse or mental abuse - the entire range of abuse categories.  I 
think that is fundamentally important. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 21 November 2007] 

 p7542b-7542b 
Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Jim McGinty; Dr Steve Thomas 

 [3] 

I conclude my remarks on this point.  Nothing is more important to me as a member of Parliament, and it should 
be exactly the same for every other member of Parliament, than to ensure that our children in the state are 
protected at any cost.  If that means it will make life hard for paedophiles in this state, so be it.  If that means a 
reporting mechanism is in place that sometimes catches people wrongly, that is the price we, and those people, 
may have to pay, because it will inevitably happen.  Of course, we will make sure that the legislation is drafted 
in such a way that people are protected and that mechanisms are in place for officers to deal with these important 
issues.  Some mistakes may be made, but we are ultimately talking about the safety of our children, which is the 
most important job that lawmakers in this state should undertake.  Therefore, I strongly recommend that 
members, including Labor Party members, support the Children and Community Services (Mandatory 
Reporting) Amendment Bill 2006.   
The genesis of this legislation has been in this place for years  That genesis was a promise made by the Liberal 
opposition in the 2005 election campaign.  We even costed the implementation of a child sexual abuse 
mandatory reporting program in the state.  Members of Parliament, particularly on the Liberal party side, such as 
Hon Barbara Scott, Hon Robyn McSweeney, the member for Nedlands as shadow Attorney General, and a 
number of other members, have been integrally involved with people in the community, such as Michelle Stubbs 
and groups of people who lobby on behalf of children and families, to ensure that children are protected.  We 
owe it to those people and the community of Western Australia, and the Labor Party owes it to the public of 
Western Australia, to support this legislation. 
MR J.A. McGINTY:  I was expecting other speakers - 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Hang on! 

Point of Order 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The Leader of the Opposition closed the debate with his final remarks, so there cannot be 
any further debate. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes):  The member is right; my apologies. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I am sorry to gag the Attorney General! 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Sorry; I had not realised that. 

Second Reading Resumed 
Question put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (24) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Dr S.C. Thomas 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr J.H.D. Day Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.W. Trenorden 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.D. Omodei Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr D.T. Redman Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr G. Snook Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 

Noes (30) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mrs J. Hughes Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper  
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts  

Question thus negatived. 
Bill defeated. 
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